CHAPTER  XLV

INDIA'S CULTURAL HERITAGE

Nothing can be further from my thought than that
we should become exclusive or erect barriers. But I do
respectfully contend that an appreciation of other
cultures can fitly follow, never precede, an appreciation
and assimilation of our own. It is my firm opinion that
no culture has treasures so rich as ours has. We have
not known it, we have been made even to deprecate its
study and depreciate its value. We have almost ceased
to live it. An academic grasp without practice behind
it is like an embalmed corpse, perhaps lovely to look at
but nothing to inspire or ennoble. My religion forbids
me to belittle or disregard other cultures, as it insists
under pain of civil suicide upon imbibing and living
my own.
Young India, l-9-521

It stands for synthesis of the different cultures that
have come to stay in India, that have influenced Indian
life, and that, in their turn, have themselves been
influenced by the spirit of the soil. This synthesis will
naturally be of the Swadeshi type, where each culture
is assured its legitimate place, and not of the American
pattern, where one dominant culture absorbs the rest,
and where the aim is not towards harmony, but towards
an artificial and forced unity.
Young India, 17-ll-*20

The Indian culture of our times is in the making.
Many of us are striving to produce a blend of all the
cultures which seem today to be   in   clash with   one
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